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HSCA ENDORSES GS1 US’S ATTRIBUTE EXPLORER,  

HELPS HEALTHCARE INDUSTRY BETTER SERVE INFORMATION 

NEEDS OF SUPPLIERS AND PURCHASERS  

 
Collaboration Gives Healthcare Suppliers a Streamlined Path for Presenting Products to Industry; 

Empowers Healthcare Providers with Improved Product Data   

 

Washington, DC (October 7, 2015) – The Healthcare Supply Chain Association’s (HSCA) Committee 

for Healthcare eStandards (CHeS) today announced its endorsement of national standard organization 

GS1 US’s new web-based application for standardized product attribute definitions. The GS1 US 

Attribute Explorer is a centralized repository that can be accessed by both commercial suppliers and 

purchasers, and which provides globally standardized attributes and definitions – giving suppliers a 

streamlined method of identifying relevant attributes for their product to industry purchasers, and 

empowering purchasers through accurate, real-time data.  

 

“HSCA and our member group purchasing organizations (GPO) are committed to modernizing and 

reducing costs in the healthcare supply chain, supporting global standards, and ensuring patient safety,” 

said HSCA President and CEO Todd Ebert, R.Ph. “The GS1 US Attribute Explorer empowers both 

suppliers and providers with the standardized data they need to get products to patients, and help move 

products efficiently through a modern supply chain. It is a win-win for all sides of the healthcare supply 

chain.” 

 

HSCA has collaborated with GS1 US to incorporate its Total Visibility Project data into the application. 

The Total Visibility Project is the product attribute standardization system of HSCA’s member GPOs that 

establishes the common, minimum set of product attributes that member GPOs require to consider a 

product for purchase. By incorporating The Total Visibility Project’s standards into GS1 US Attribute 

Explorer, healthcare suppliers have a centralized means to identify and present the common product 

attributes required by GPOs – saving time, manpower, and cost on the supplier end. GPOs and the 

healthcare providers they serve – including hospitals, clinics, nursing homes, and surgery centers – are 

provided with the accurate and timely data necessary to make smart purchasing decisions that avoid 

inefficiencies like duplicative orders and labeling errors. The GPO members of CHeS seek practical 

solutions for the implementation of global data standards to enhance supply chain efficiencies, provider 

cost management, and patient healthcare outcomes.   

 

The GS1 US Attribute Explorer builds upon the work of GS1’s Global Data Synchronization Network 

(GDSN) – a worldwide, web-based system that connects participating companies all over the world, 

ensures their data is standardized and certified for global sharing, and updates all participant databases in 

real time. The GS1 US Attribute Explorer complements the power of the GDSN system by providing one 

centralized, easy-to-use user-interface for finding attributes. 
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“This collaboration is a significant step forward for the healthcare industry,” said Greg Bylo, Vice 

President of Healthcare at GS1 US. “The Total Visibility Project effort continues to support adoption of 

standardized attributes, offering supply chain partners  a single source of truth for product data that 

improves supply chain efficiencies and ultimately, patient safety.” 

 

“Total Visibility establishes the minimum criteria for sharing product information between the supplier 

and the provider. When shared through the GDSN, the Total Visibility Project attributes will also create 

the means to bring product data from the supply chain into the clinical application and ultimately into the 

patient’s electronic health record,” added Ebert.  

 

For more information about HSCA, including the Total Visibility Project, visit 

www.supplychainassociation.org and for more information about GS1 US, visit www.gs1us.org. 

 

## 

 

About the Healthcare Supply Chain Association (HSCA) 

The Healthcare Supply Chain Association (HSCA) represents the nation’s leading healthcare group 

purchasing organizations (GPOs), which are critical cost-savings partners to America’s hospitals, nursing 

homes, nursing home pharmacies, clinics, home healthcare providers and surgery centers. GPOs deliver 

billions in savings annually to healthcare providers, Medicare and Medicaid, and taxpayers. HSCA and its 

member GPOs are committed to delivering the best products at the best value to healthcare providers, to 

increasing competition and innovation in the market, and to being supply chain leaders in transparency 

and accountability. For more information, visit www.supplychainassociation.org. Follow HSCA on 

Twitter @HSCA.   

 

About GS1 US 
GS1 US, a member of GS1, is an information standards organization that brings industry communities 

together to solve supply-chain problems through the adoption and implementation of GS1 standards. 

More than 300,000 businesses in 25 industries rely on GS1 US for trading-partner collaboration and for 

maximizing the cost effectiveness, speed, visibility, security and sustainability of their business processes. 

They achieve these benefits through solutions based on GS1 global unique numbering and identification 

systems, bar codes, Electronic Product Code (EPC
®
)-based Radio Frequency Identification (RFID), data 

synchronization, and electronic information exchange. GS1 US also manages the United Nations Standard 

Products and Services Code (UNSPSC
®
). www.GS1US.org 
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